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Carl Lindström AG, a German multinational

• Carl Lindström AG was one of the five most important 

record companies of the shellac period. It is also the 

least known. We need:

• a company history (economic history) outlining the 

development of the various Lindström branches

• a discographical history outlining the various numerical 

series used (catalogue and matrix)

• so much documentation has been lost, the two histories 

are needed because they support each other



Record labels as documents of business 

history

• In 1933, Lindström closed two 
agencies in Finland, and all 
business was directed to the Odeon 
agent. Homocord mx on Odeon

• Unissued Parlophone masters were 
also issued on Odeon (renumbered)



Carl Lindström AG: four periods

• 1904-1910: Lindström manufactures 

gramophones

• 1910-1925 Lindström buys several record 

companies and starts  Parlophone label

• 1925-1931 Columbia buys Lindström; 

Homocord and Pathe join the concern

• 1931- Columbia, Gramophone and 

Lindström form EMI



1.  ”Pre-Lindström”

• Beka-Rekord AG, 1904-1910

• International Talking Machine Co (Odeon) 

and Fonotipia Ltd, 1903-1911

• Favorite 1906-1912

• Dacapo 1907-1912

• Lyrophon 190?-1912

• Carl Lindström AG (1904- ) produces 

gramophones



2. Independent Lindström, 

1910-1925

• Lindström becomes a record company

• Odeon, Parlophon and Beka main product 

lines. Favorite, Lyrophon, Dacapo 

discontinued, Lindström takes over their 

artists and sales organisations

• Quick expansion (South America), 

exports important. Organisation varies 

from country to country. 



3.  Columbia purchases Lindström, 1926

• Columbia Graphophone Co (UK) buys 

Lindström, 5 Oct 1926. Lindström 

becomes part of a concern which also 

includes Columbia Phonograph Co (USA), 

Pathe (France) and Homocord.

• Few operational changes, expect Louis 

Sterling (Columbia) joins Lindström board. 

Some activities are gradually combined



After Columbia buys Odeon, some activities are combined, 

and matrix exchange begins.



4. Lindström as part of EMI, 1931-

• Columbia and Gramophone merge to form 

EMI, 20 Apr 1931. Lindström becomes 

part of EMI, head office stays in Berlin

• In most countries, Odeon, Columbia and 

HMV still have separate sales agents. In 

South America, Odeon + Columbia 

combined

• Coordination of technical operations



Lindström’s international organisation, 

1920s-1930s

Columbia.. (1925)……… Carl Lindström AG
Columbia (USA) Parlophone Ltd, London

Okeh Phonograph Co (USA) Nipponophone (1927, w.Columbia)

Homocord Pathé Frères (1927, w.Columbia)

Skandinaviska Odeon

Argentina

Poland

Fonotipia Ltd (London)

--- Fonotipia (Milano)

--- Odeon (Paris)

--- Odeon (Barcelona)

--- Odeon (Wien)
Dietrich Schultz-Köhn: Die Schallplatte auf dem Weltmarkt (Berlin 1940)



Factories in major markets such as Austria, 

France, Spain, Sweden, UK…



… Italy…



In South America, Lindström operated 

factories in Chile, Brazil…



…and Argentina.



Lindström’s agent in Argentina was the Max 

Glücksmann company…



In Argentina, Lindström used a special ”Disco Nacional” 

label for domestic recordings



In the United Kingdom and parts of the British Empire, 

operations are concentrated on Parlophone (1923)



In the USA, Lindström’s business partner was General Phonograph Co,  

founded in 1914 by Otto Heinemann, a former Lindström director.  After 1926, 

OKeh became a subsidiary of US Columbia. The Lindström-Okeh relationship 

before 1926 is not clear.



In several countries,  Lindström labels had different agents who competed with 

each other, although the records were pressed at the same factory. This way 

production and sales could be expanded. Usually there was one agent for 

Odeon and another for Parlophon-Beka, like in Netherlands…



… Romania…



… and  Egypt.



During the economic depression, some agencies 

were combined

• Lindström agents in Finland, 1920s-1930s

• Homocord 1928-1933: Pohjoismainen Sähkö Oy

• Parlophon 1928-1930: Parlophon-yhtymä

• Odeon 1928-1931: Heinrich Streubel

1931-1933: Helvar Oy

1933-1970s: Pohjoismainen Sähkö Oy

(Columbia and HMV also had separate agents 
until the war)     



Lindström had local agents in most countries and colonies, 

including Ethiopia (Abessinia) and British East Africa



Local agents had the combined task of importing 

”international” repertoire…



…  they also produced local repertoire for Lindström labels, like this 

agent in Surabaia. The music was recorded and pressed by Lindström, 

but the local agents were responsible for artists & repertoire



The international operations were controlled by a system of catalogue 

and matrix series, which was used to designate label, record size, price 

class, country/agent, etc. Example: Finland

Odeon catalogue series:

1920-25: A147900

1929-1943

A228000-675    25 cm black/red lbl

A228900-3        25 cm blue lbl

RA228925-26    25 cm ”Kunstplatte”

AA210600-7      30 cm black

RXX210651-5    30 cm

1952-1959

PLD 1 – 200      25 cm Finnish

PLDX 1 - 30 cm Finnish

PLE 1 - 25 cm imports

Parlophone

B36000-112 25 cm

P62500 30 cm

Homocord 4-23000-23178

Matrix series

Odeon 1920-1959

Hf 1 – 2321  25 cm

(xxHf indicates 30 cm, same numerical 

sequence)

Parlophon 1929-1930

64000 25 cm

2-64900 30 cm

Homocord 1929-1933

TC …. 

H 65000 25 cm

H-2-56000 30 cm





























The Lindström project:

• Create an international history of the 

Lindström company, tracing the the 

changes in the company’s organisation 

over the years

• Create histories of Lindström in each 

country, showing the activities of local 

Lindström companies and agents



The Lindström project (cont.)

• Create a discography of the Lindström 

company (and affiliated companies), 

showing the production of recordings on 

various labels in each country, with the aid 

of catalogue and matrix series.


