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Rare Dutch recording on an Ultraphon record from 1930 

The label picture was provided by Ben Poelman (Oegstgeest, Netherlands), the editor of the Dutch 
collector’s magazine “De Weergeever” (The Soundbox). 
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16th GHT Diskografentag  by Enrico Pigorsch 
The 16th Diskografentag 2015 of the GHT was held in Lisbon at the Ethnomusicology Institute (INET) 
of the Universidade Nova de Lisboa from 17 to 19 April. The three days program was full of 
interesting presentations, discussions and also cultural events. The INET people were perfect hosts 
and all particapents enjoyed their stay in Lisbon. 

The first day on Friday started at the Radio and Television Service of Portugal (RTP). There, the GHT 
were welcomed by the Chairman of the Board of RTP, Dr. Gonçalo Reis and the Director of INET, Prof. 
Salwa El-Shawan Castelo-Branco.  

 

Christiane Hofer addresses Dr. Gonçalo Reis, Chairman of the Board of RTP (right) and  
Prof. Dr. Salwa El-Shawan Castelo-Branco the Director of INET (middle) 

 

At RTP we had the possibility to visit the Radio & Television Museum and the archive. On a guided 
tour through the museum one learned a lot about the social and technical history of radio and 
television in Portugal. Each of the three visitor groups could also produce a television presentation at 
a “virtual” studio like it is used in real television production.  
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One of the three visitor groups at the virtual television studio producing their News program 

 
One highlight of the visit and a real surprise for everyone was the technical archive of RTP. The large 
but for the purpose relatively small room was fully stuffed with all kinds of tools and equipment used 
for radio production and broadcasting from the very beginning in the 1920s to the late 1960s. This 
includes also things like cutting machines for wax matrices or record foils, very old microphones and 
all kinds of radios, in short a paradise for technique freaks. 

The first day’s program continued at the INET Institute on the university campus. There, the GHT 
conference was welcomed by the Vice Dean of the Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Prof. Dr. Joao 
Soeiro de Carvalho. After that, the conference program started with the presentations.  

The day ended with a nice dinner in a typical Portuguese restaurant. 

 

 

 

Morton Hein , Copenhagen, giving his presentation on the most famous Danish Composer  

Carl Nielsen (1865-1931) 
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On Saturday the conference presentations continued. At the end, the President Christiane 
Hofer presented the very new GHT publication “Unsere Reise um die Welt – Our trip around 
the world”, a marvelous compilation of the contributions which were presented at the last 
year’s GHT workshop on the BEKA recording expedition 1905/1906 in Asia. The book 
includes also the contemporary report of the expedition leader Heinrich Bumb and is 
accompanied by a CD with old BEKA recordings which was produced by Berliner 
Phonogrammarchiv of the Ethnological Museum of Berlin. 

The last topics of the second day were the proposal of a new GHT research project about the 
Ultraphon Company and last but not least the General Assembly with the election of the 
new GHT board. Information and a short report about these two topics can be found further 
below. 

 

                    Lisbon is worth a visit 

The last day of the Diskografentag was dedicated to very traditional Portuguese music 

subjects, the Portuguese folk dance Fandango, the Portuguese Cançonetta of the music halls 

and the most famous song tradition of Fado.  

The Diskografentag ended with a visit of the Fado Museum. There, the visitors learned a lot about 

social, cultural and also political aspects of Fado in Portugal and the Portuguese culture in general. 

The highlight at the end of the visit was a short performance of a very good Fado singer with his two 

companions. 

 

A short Fado performance during our visit to the Fado Museum 
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Margarida Ullate-Estanyol and Enric Giné , both from Barcelona listening to a presentation 

 

The next GHT Diskografentag will be hosted by Margarida Ullate-Estanyol (see photo above) 

and the National Library of Catalonia in Barcelona (Spain).  

 

 

 

17th Diskografentag 27 May -29 May 2016 

Biblioteca de Catalunya, Unitat de Sonors i A, Hospital, 

56 08001 Barcelona 
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Information on the General Assembly 

The General Assembly of the GHT society was held on 18 April 2015 in Lisbon. The main topics and 
results are as follows: 

 Adoption of the minutes of General Assembly from 25 April 2014 in Berlin 

 Report of the Vice President Claus Peter  Gallenmiller 

 Report of the President Christiane Hofer 

 Report of the Bursar Erich Heiss 

 Report of the auditors Helmuth Schröder 

 Approval of the activities of the board members 

 Election of the new board 

President  Christiane Hofer 

Vice President  Claus Peter  Gallenmiller 

Bursar   Erich Heiss 

Auditors Ella Lengyel, Willi Schlager, Helmuth Schröder 
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Some Information from the Report of the President to the 
General Assembly              by Christiane Hofer 

Schon im September 2014 war über Vermittlung von Frau Ullmann, der Enkelin des 

Schallplattenproduzenten  Kybarth, Enrico Pigorsch und Claus Peter Gallenmiller gemeinsam mit mir 

zu den Feierlichkeiten des Stadtjubiläums von Ehrenfriedersdorf im Erzgebirge eingeladen.  Im Laufe 

der sehr gelungenen Veranstaltung wurde der Plan zur Einrichtung eines „ Zentrums der GHT für 

Schallplattenforschung in Sachsen“ im Gebäude der ehemaligen Schallplattenfabrik geboren. 

Mittlerweile sind Kontakte zur lokalen Verwaltung und zur Landesverwaltung geknüpft. Dirk Gebhart, 

der aus dem Erzgebirge stammt und auch eine umfassende Schallplattensammlung zu diesem 

Spezialgebiet besitzt, hat sich ebenfalls eingebracht und die Pläne sind nun so weit gediehen, dass 

nach der in diesem  Sommer stattfindenden Neuwahl des Bürgermeisters die Weichen gestellt 

werden sollen, um im Gebäude der ehemaligen Schallplattenfabrik Kybarth eine Forschungsstelle 

einzurichten. Ich habe diese Informationen bisher nur mündlich aber wir sind doch positiv gespannt 

auf den Bericht, der demnächst übermittelt werden soll. Bei einer eventuellen Realisierung würde 

der Beitrag und das Engagement der Stadt natürlich eine wesentliche Rolle spielen, die GHT könnte 

über hervorragend geeignete, ausreichend große Archivräumlichkeiten verfügen. Geplant wäre auch 

ein kleiner Ausstellungsteil und Studienplätze. 

In Weiterführung dieses Ansatzes der öffentlichen Forschungsstellen, haben wir schon im letzten 

Herbst entschieden, dass das digitalisierte Archiv zur Forschung im Sinne des Stifters, Alfred Seiser, 

frei gegeben wird. Teile der Archivdatenbank GHT-Base sind an Ferenc Janos Szabó zur weiteren 

Erforschung der ungarischen Platten übergeben worden. Und eine weitere Forschungsstelle ist in 

Helsinki bei Pekka Gronow geplant. Wir möchten auch für die tschechischen und russischen Platten 

Forschungsstellen einrichten. Für die jüdischen Platten konnte ich im März anlässlich der Eröffnung 

der Ausstellung „vom sanften Ton zum starken Sound“ im Museum für Energiegeschichte(n) in 

Hannover, zu dem das Ausstellungsteam auch ein interessantes  Beiprogramm mit Vorträgen zum 

Thema, u.a. von Stephan Puille und Rainer Lotz, geplant hat, das Interesse von Prof. Izsak vom 

europäischen Zentrum für jüdische Musik in Hannover gewinnen. Leider ist noch keine 

Presseaussendung vom Museum gekommen, aber sobald wir diese Informationen haben, werden wir 

sie an alle GHT- Mitglieder weiterleiten.  

Das Europäische Zentrum für jüdische Musik ist in Hannover als Teil der Universität in der 

ehemaligen Villa Seligmann untergebracht und wäre ein idealer Ort für eine Forschungsstelle. 

Wir denken daran, solche Forschungsstellen der GHT an mehreren Stellen zu eröffnen, um ein 

Netzwerk zur Erforschung der Schallplattengeschichte zu bauen.  

Alle erwähnten Vorträge und Diskussionsgrundlagen  liegen digital vor und sind für alle Interessierten 

einsehbar. Ich freue mich über Ihre konstruktiven Beiträge zu diesen Themen! 
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Hanover – Members of the Museum Energiegeschichte(n), the Deutsche Grammophon Company and 

Prof. Andor Iszák from the Jewish Centre Villa Seligmann (second from right) 

Im Jänner 2015 war ich zu einem Vortrag anläßlich eines Seminars bei der Eröffnung des “Machines 

and Gramophon  Museum” in Plassanal/Kerala eingeladen. In diesem Rahmen war es möglich, die 

Ziele der GHT und das Archiv der GHT vorzustellen. Besonders das Vorgehen der GHT bei der 

Digitalisierung des Archives hat großes  Interesse erregt. Mit der indischen Sammler Gemeinschaft 

SIRC/Society of Indian Record Collectors wurde eine weitere Zusammenarbeit vereinbart. 

Sunny Matthew`s museum in Plassanal (India), a real example of enthusiasm and  
private engagement 

 

Sunny Matthew und Suresh Chandvankar werden in diesem Herbst nach Europa kommen. Es ist auch 

ein Besuch in Wien geplant, bei dem weitere konkrete Schritte zur  Zusammenarbeit  festgelegt 

werden sollen.  
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Sunny Matthew (forth from left) with friends and supporters standing in front of the museum 
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The Ultraphon Quest  by Frans Jansen 

At the General Annual Meeting of the GHT during the 16th Internationaler  Diskografentag in Lisbon 

April 17/20-2015 it was stated that the history of the Carl  Lindström project had resulted in a large 

quantity  high quality information regarding disc records, labels, photographs of factories, dates of 

recordings, etc.  in 6 volumes of the series “Contributions to the history of the record industry” and 

that  time has come to look out for a new project.  

Oliver Wurl had made a splendid opening during the Diskografentag in Berlin in 2014 with his story 

on Ultraphon in Germany. The GHT visited Praque in September 2014 and the participants had a look  

into vaults stuffed with hundreds of historic matrixes for Ultraphon and other well-known record 

labels . Claus Peter Gallenmiller had for the occasion produced an excellent CD with 24 products of 

Ultraphon light (dance) music that was distributed among attendants of the Diskografentag. 

 

Ultraphon matrices from the 1930’s which were found in the archive of the  

Czech Supraphon Company in Prague 

Frans Jansen brought with him a print proof of his article on the history of the Ultraphon Company as 

part of the Kuechenmeister’s Internationale Maatschappij voor Accoustiek for the magazine of the 

Dutch record collectors society De Weergever (the Soundbox).  So it was clear that “Ultraphon was 

in the air!”. Christiane Hofer, President of the GHT, suggested at the AGM to start a new project after 

the Lindström Project on Ultraphon and proposed Frans to be the co-ordinator. 

To make a start with the project it is a necessary to make a list of items that are needed. The 

company existed only a few years, from 1927 till 1931, went bankrupt , a Czech subsidiary continued 

independently and the plants of Ultraphon were acquired by AEG for its subsidiary Telefunken that 

got a more independent  status within the large holding of the electric and electronics giant. The 

production, however, of the special Raumton gramophones would not be repeated. 



 
 

GHT Rundschrift   Nr. 25, July 2015 Seite 11 
 

It is important  to get facts of the company that started with “Raumton Grammophonen” like:                                                                                                                            

The holding: the structure of the Kuechenmeister’s Int. Maatschappij voor Accoustiek                                                                                                                   

Subsidiaries: active on what field(s), in which countries: Germany, Czechia and France and ??  

Products:   gramophones, shellac discs, needles                                                                                             

Marketing: high level dealers on Top A locations?                                                                                   

Promotion: organised centrally or per country, special for dealers and/or the grand public?                                              

When you come across other information, you will know how to handle. More in this case always is 

better, shifting can be done later. At the moment there is no need to send original material. 

Photocopies, scans, written information are welcome and please mention the source and the date.  

The GHT is eager to conduct this time a study on a rather small company after that of the giant Carl 

Lindström A.G.  

 

 

 

GHT-Exkursion 2015 
3 & 4 October 2015 in Vienna (Austria)  

with official launch of the new Ultraphon Project 

Venues:  Wiener Phonomuseum, Mollardgasse 8, 1060 Wien 

                       Archive of the GHT, Speisinger Straße 43, 1130 Wien 

More Information will be given in the beginning of September.  
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GHT Technical Expert Group  by Claus Peter Galllenmiller 

Based on the big resonance for some technical presentations and discussions while the last GHT 
conference in Lisboa, the idea to found a “GHT Technical Expert Group” has been created. Like 
similar groups in the IASA or AES it is intended to focus exactly on a deeper dive into technical issues 
related to records and related processes. Since both IASA and AES are studying more the magnetic 
tape and LP records, we will clearly focus on the 78RPM record related topics. For sure results will be 
published and may help others working on 78RPM records with clear recommendations and 
background information.  

Some proposals for topics for further technical studies in the “GHT Technical Expert Group”: 

 Acoustic measurements  on real gramophones, real measurement of transmission 
characteristic  (in collaboration with a  gramophone collector in Lisboa and Lisboa University, 
proposed by  Pedro Felix) 
This has not been done since the 1930s and requires proper equipment like a sound 
measurement system in an an-echoic chamber and a transducer to excite the needle tip with 
the desired signals. 

 Theoretical calculations on horn acoustics and modeling of their characteristics 

 Equalization in acoustic and electrical process (including verification in sound studio)  

 Re-engineering of recording process (acoustic and electrical), using GHT acoustic and 
electrical cutting lathe (Neumann AM31) 
Recreating lost expert knowledge on 78RPM recording process 

 Re-engineering of wax recording media 
e. g. wax chemistry, wax casting, wax polishing, wax heating, …  

 Digital restoration of old records 
comparison of different algorithms and tools, developing recommendation how to process,… 

 Database design for 78RPM records 
discuss and develop specific requirements for a  record database, interchange formats, GND 
link, web publishing,…  

Sequence and priorities are not fixed yet. More ideas for studies are highly appreciated. 

For sure this “GHT Technical Expert Group” can only work with the active contribution of the GHT 
members. I’m fully aware that we all are limited with the available time for such activities but if you 
like to cooperate with other experts on these proposed topics you are cordially invited to join. For 
sure we will be open for all other experts working on these topics as well.   

In order to establish the “GHT Technical Expert Group” I’d propose to communicate in a “virtual 
meeting” using a video/telephone conference using Cisco WEBEX or similar other tools. This modern 
communication technique is an excellent possibility to collaborate remotely inside the expert group 
giving all remote participants the feeling to sit around a common PC screen. The voice 
communication is done by a telephone conference where all participants can hear each other. I will 
organize such a virtual kick-off meeting after the summer holiday period. 
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For the next GHT discographical conference in Barcelona (planned for 27.-29.05.2016) we could also 
reserve as special “technical day” for deeper technical discussions and workshops related selected 
technical issues.  

Your feedback and comments are highly appreciated  

Claus Peter Gallenmiller phonomuseum@gmx.net 

 

Record cutting session at the exhibition „78, 45, 33 – vom sanften Ton zum 
starken Sound“ in Hanover 

For celebrating the “World Day of the Record” at 28.10.2015, 18:00, Claus Peter Gallenmiller will 
demonstrate the cutting of a record on “Decelith” using original equipment of the 1930’s. More 
information is available under http://www.energiegeschichten.de 

 

Claus Peter Gallenmiller 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:phonomuseum@gmx.net
http://www.energiegeschichten.de/


 
 

GHT Rundschrift   Nr. 25, July 2015 Seite 14 
 

In Memoriam  

 

Frank Phillips 

It is our sad duty to inform that Frank Phillips, who contributed to the Lindström- Project, had passed 
away on March 27th. His daughter Claire, who helped to edit her dad's article and stood in contact 
with GHT gives the following information on his father. 

Frank had a lifelong interest in music and collected jazz records in 1950’s. He talked about going to 
see Jack Teagarden and other famous musicians at Sheffield Dance venue. He would have liked to 
have seen Humphrey Lyttleton, but the tickets were too expensive!! 

Frank retired early in 1996 … and started to add to his then “considerable record collection” and 
bought records all over the place – in charity shops, record fairs and through his contacts. He 
developed his record collection and had an almost completed set of the Parlophone Rythm-Style 
series, and … conducted research, which included British Dance Bands, Jazz and his latest research 
topic, his namesake- Frank Sinatra.  

The music at Dad’s funeral was Matt Munroe’s “From Russia with Love”, Frank Sinatra’s “Let There 
Be Love”, and Humphrey Lyttleton’s 1949 recording of “Skeleton in the Cupboard” and the Celebrant 
asked me to mention that these were Dad’s own choices as not to upset anyone!! But Lyttleton’s 
song reflected Dad’s sense of humour!  

 
 

        Frank Phillips 
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Frank Andrews by Bill Dean-Myatt 

The noted discographical researcher Frank Andrews died on 26th. June at the age of 94.  His 
reputation in this arcane field of scholarship was international in scope and his many publications set 
standards that provided the bench-mark for all his successors. 

Frank was born on the 4th. September 1920 in Willesden, North West London.  Because of his poor 
health he was frequently confined to bed for long periods, but these were not wasted as he became 
an omnivorous reader and an autodidact. When he left school, where he had risen to be head-boy, 
he became a messenger boy for a local company after which he was apprenticed to a diamond tool 
cutter, a job at which he worked until he retired at the age of sixty-five. 

Frank and his wife Wyn used to take in foreign students who wanted to learn English and on one 
occasion in 1969 he and a French student, who was keen on music, went on a visit to central London 
where they came across an exhibition that was run by the CLPGS (City of London Gramophone and 
Gramophone Society).  The man in charge was Ernie Bayly and what he had to say interested Frank 
so much that he decided to do some research in to the history of early record companies.  This was 
partly motivated by his Socialist views because he wished to discover for himself just how capitalism 
worked and record companies seemed to provide a suitable vehicle for this research. For many years 
he spent every Saturday in the British Museum’s newspaper archive at Colindale. 

He was also a regular visitor to the EMI Archives where he was granted open access to all their 
archives, both ‘in front and behind’ the counter.  So familiar was he with their holdings that he 
helped re-organise them in to a more logical form. 

The casual encounter with Ernie Bayly at the CLPGS eventually produced forty books and 
innumerable articles in specialist magazines that have documented the culture of the United 
Kingdom as recorded on 78-rpm records and phonograph cylinders. His help with information 
provided is acknowledged in hundreds, if not thousands, of books, articles and sleeve notes 
produced world-wide.  Questions, even the simplest, from anyone would provoke Frank into a 
lengthy reply, handwritten and often written on the original letter you had sent him.  He was always 
the most generous of men when it came to sharing the fruits of his research, 

His taste in music was eclectic, ranging from the music-hall singer Gus Elen to the music of Mozart via 
barbers shop singing and Deanna Durbin.  He also played both the piano and the button accordeon. A 
great lover of brass bands he, and Wyn, were patrons of Regent Brass, a band based in Brent. 
Somehow or other he managed to find time to maintain an immaculate garden. A liberal thinker he 
was also a staunch atheist and very much enjoyed vigorous debate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Frank Andrews 
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10. / 11. Oktober 2015 
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Gedruckte Publikationen - PRINTED PUBLICATIONS  
 

Pekka Gronow- Christiane Hofer (Hg./Eds.) :  Beiträge zur Geschichte der Schallplattenindustrie –  
Contributions to the history of the record industry  
Volume 1 ISBN 978-3-9500502-9-5, 2. Auflage,  Wien/Helsinki 2009         20.-€  
Volume 2 ISBN 978-3-9500502-1-9,                       Wien/Helsinki 2010        20.-€  
Volume 3 ISBN 978-3-9500502-2-6,                       Wien/Helsinki 2011        25.-€  
Volume 4 ISBN 978-3-9500502-0-2,                       Wien/Helsinki 2012        25.-€  
Volume 5 ISBN 978-3-9500502-3-3                        Wien/Helsinki 2013        25.-€ 
Volume 6-BEKA Sonderheft  mit CD- „Unsere Reise um die Welt“ in Zusammenarbeit mit 
Ethnologisches Museum, Berlin,  ISBN 978-3-9502906-1-5,Wien   2015    35.-€            
 
LINDSTRÖM KÜNSTLER IN DER KARIKATUR ZEICHNUNGEN VON HANS REWALD  1929 
Reprint 2014 ergänzt um Künstlerbiografien und diskografische Hinweise 
ISBN 978-3-9502906-0-8  
15.Diskografentag Berlin 2014                       41.-€ 
Mit beigelegter Compact Disc mit historischen Aufnahmen                           50.-€ 
  

 
 
 
 



 
 

GHT Rundschrift   Nr. 25, July 2015 Seite 18 
 

Originale Daten auf CD-R – Original Data on CD-R  
 
Carl Lindström AG – Aufnahmebücher – Recording ledgers          30.-€  
 
Carl Lindström AG – Literatur Vol.1    20.-€  
(Festschriften, Odeon Katalog Musikapparate, Odeon Nachträge 1929,1939; Lindström Künstler in 
der Karikatur, Max Straus-ein Lebensbild Januar 1929, Max Straus –Seine Kollegen und Mitarbeiter; 
Kultur und Schallplatte ab Juli 1929)  
 
Carl Lindström AG – Literatur Vol.2    20.-€  
in Zusammenarbeit mit dem Berliner Phonogramm-Archiv (Schallplattenkataloge aus der Sammlung)  
 
Carl Lindström AG –Literatur Vol.3     20.-€  
(Odeon Generalkatalog Brasilien, Odeon Katalog Brasilien 1926; Odeon Finland No.190, 196 (1943), 
Ungarn 1936, Malta 1931, Serbien 1927/1939, USA 1924, Odeon Okeh foreign records 1926)  
 
Carl Lindström AG – Literatur Vol.4    20.-€  
(Parlophon GB 1926, Parlophon GB 1930-31, Parlophon GB 1931-32,Parlophon 1934-35, Parlophon 

GB Numerical List 1935, Parlophon GB 1937-38, Parlophon GB 1940,Parlophon GB 1941, Parlophon 

Rhythm Style 1941, Parlophon GB 1944-45, Parlophon Rhythm Style 1948, Odeon Serbia 1925-26, 

Odeon Liederbuch, Victor German Records 1925, Musik für Jeden- Heft 4,5,6,7 – 

Alle Preise exklusive Porto / The shipping is not included 
 
Bankverbindung / Bank Transfer:   

BANK  AUSTRIA       Konto    GHT   Nr. 520 5958 3201 
                                   IBAN            AT31 1200 0520  5958 3201 
                                   BIC (SWIFT)      BKAUATWW                                                                                                                                                                       

 


