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Peter K. Burkowitz als Vortragender beim 12.Diskografentag,
Center for World Music, Universität Hildesheim, 2011
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In tiefer Trauer müssen wir den Tod von Peter Kurt Burkowitz bekannt geben.
(geboren am 13. Juni 1920 in Königsberg - gestorben am 29. Juni 2012 in Hannover)

Die Karriere des international hoch geachteten Fachmannes der Audio-Technik begann als 
Nachrichtentechniker in der Deutschen Wehrmacht und nahm ihren Aufschwung nach dem 2. 
Weltkrieg in Berlin beim Aufbau der Aufnahmetechnik des RIAS (Rundfunk im amerikanischen 
Sektor), wo er seine ersten Erfahrungen als Aufnahmeingenieur machen konnte und bald 
bedeutende Künstler betreut hat. In dieser Zeit entdeckte er auch die Qualitäten der Siemensvilla 
und der Jesus-Christus-Kirche in Berlin als hervorragende Aufnahmeräume. 
Zahlreiche Erfindungen und Entwicklungen in der Audiotechnik gehen auf ihn zurück, u. a. das 
REDD Mischpult, das auch die Beatles in den Abbey Road Studios benutzten. 

1953 wurde Peter K. Burkowitz Leiter der Studiobetriebe der Electrola und Carl Lindström 
Gesellschaften, baute die Aufnahmetechnische Abteilung der Carl Lindström in Köln-Braunsfeld 
auf, deren Direktor er bis 1967 blieb. In gleicher Eigenschaft wechselte er anschließend zur 
Polygram nach Hannover, wo er ab Ende der 1970er Jahre maßgeblich an der Einführung der 
digitalen Aufnahmetechnik mitgewirkt hat.

Peter K. Burkowitz hat 1970 die AES Europe begründet (die Audio Engineering Society war 1949 
in den USA entstanden), deren Chairman er wiederholt gewesen ist und deren Präsident er 1980 
wurde.
Sein reiches Wissen hat er in zahlreichen Aufsätzen und Büchern weiter gegeben; zuletzt erschien 
in deutsch/englischer Fassung: Die Welt des Klanges: Musik auf dem Weg vom Künstler zum 
Hörer. 2011, 400 Seiten. 
Die Mitglieder der Gesellschaft für historische Tonträger werden den  bis kurz vor seinem Tod 
körperlich aktiven und geistig sprühenden Zeitzeugen der Tonträgergeschichte in dankbarer und 
ehrenvoller Erinnerung halten. Unser Mitgefühl gehört seiner Familie.
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Peter K. Burkowitz (1.von links) 
beim Besuch des Museums für Energiegeschichte(n) in Hannover, 2011

VORSTAND der GHT /Board members 
gewählt bei der Generalversammlung am  10. Juni 2012/ election  at general assembly  2012/06/10

         PRÄSIDENTIN:                                               VIZEPRÄSIDENT:                                          SCHATZMEISTER:     
   Christiane Hofer, Wien                            Claus Peter Gallenmiller, Durach                                   Erich Heiss, Wien

RECHNUNGSPRÜFER: Ella Lengyel, Wien/ Willy Schlager, Wien 
WISSENSCHAFTLICHER BEIRAT: Pekka Gronow, Helsinki/ Rainer E. Lotz, Bonn/ Alessandro Argentini, Gorizia 
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Bear Family Records

BEAR FAMILY RECORDS of Germany, considered to be a leading specialist

in the highest quality compilations (incl. profusely illustrated books) of historic sound documents, presents:

Y BLACK EUROPEZ
The first comprehensive documentation of the sounds and images of black people

in Europe pre-1927

Recordings on phonograph cylinders, gramophone discs and films, with
both still and moving images, feature people of African descent in Europe from
the earliest years of the recording industry and continued after the First World
War. The contribution of these pioneering personalities on the modern mass
media has not been noticed – recognition is overdue. Music, spoken word and
dance, from all styles, categories, languages and natal lands provide a lost but
rich resource. Many artefacts may be lost forever, but this project traces the
surviving evidence.

Collected in a 12 x 12 inch coffee table book with 500 full-colour pages,
here is a multitude of documents, artefacts and curiosities, from passport ap-
plications, personal memorabilia and letters, to sheet music, newspaper ads and
fabulous poster art, complemented by contemporary postcards and images of
wax cylinders and disc records. In more than 100 chapters the life and times of
these pioneering entertainers, musicians and linguists comes to life, from early
film and sound examples to best-selling 78 rpm records, from ‘human zoos’ and
minstrel shows to ethnological documentation and portraits of the (sometimes
dubious) movers and shakers in European showbusiness of the time.

The team of internationally recognized experts, compilers and authors re-
sponsible for this project includes biographer Horst J.P. Bergmeier of the
Netherlands, historian Jeffrey Green from the United Kingdom, discographer
Dr. Rainer E. Lotz from Germany, researcher Howard Rye from the United King-
dom and sound engineer Christian Zwarg from Germany.

From African-Americans comes an aural kaleidoscope of entertainers and
music from the last days of minstrelsy through ragtime and music hall artists to
string bands, spirituals, and the early days of jazz in Europe, including the ear-
liest examples of stride piano and rhythm scat singing, and some of the first
records made anywhere of African-American folk music practices. From Africans
come recordings of African languages and folk tales, religious music on both
African and European models, and recordings of the popular music of the 1920s.
Also documented is the involvement of those born in Europe of African descent
in the wider culture of the African diaspora.

Black Europe, a boxed set comprising a hardbound, LP-sized book

and 40 CDs of music and sound documents, will be released in 2013.

Register now at no cost for news, updates and subscription details
by e-mail to black-europe@bear-family.com

stating ‘I want to be kept informed of the BLACK EUROPE project’.

“Everything this singular company puts out is superlative and
packaged with arts, smarts, and love.” Michael Simmons (L.A. WEEKLY)







EINLADUNG ZUR EXKURSION NACH AUSSIG AN DER ELBE /TSCHECHIEN
INVITATION FOR A VISIT IN ÚSTÍ NAD LABEM/CZEK REPUBLIC

Samstag/Saturday 22. IX. – Sonntag/Sunday 23. IX. 2012 

ANMELDUNG/ Inscription:  e-mail: office@phonomuseum.at  or FAX: 0043 1 3172414

BIS 16.September 2012  

Vorläufiges Programm/ Preliminary progam

22. IX. Since about noon: Checking-in of participants in a chosen hotel (details will follow) 

13:30– 14:00 Mr. Gabriel Gössel will pick up all participants in their hotel and will court them to a 
meeting point in the building of Stadtarchiv (5-10 min. walk). 

14:00-14:30 Meeting at Stadtarchiv & welcoming toast by its director PhDr. Vladimír Kaiser 
(details will follow). 

14:30 – 15:00 A short walk (5-10 min.) to premises of former HMV Pressing Plant building. 
(Unfortunately, there is nothing to be seen of the original machinery inside the building.) 
Visit of Schreckenstein/Střekov castle nearby (where R. Wagner worked at libretto of his 
Lohengrin during his stay there). 
This visit is dependend on number of participants or weather and traffic conditions and can be 
decided on according to the momentary mood of GHT members./ 

17:00/18:00 Meeting in a room of a café near the hotel/ or in premises of Stadtmuseum, equipped 
with a public address systém. Here, a few examples of interesting recordings from collection of 
Stadtarchiv an/or Dr. Kaiser will be presented and the original plans and related documents from 
the history of the former pressing plant will be shown (cca 30 min.?). 
Then follows discussion/workshop on the thema outlined by Mr. Tore Simonsen in Hildesheim 
during GHT’s 13. Diskografentag. 
----- 
23. IX. From about 9:00 till 12:00 a tour through Ústí/Aussig and its historic milestones, 
with explanation and commentaries by Dr. Kaiser. Alternatively (according to the 
weather) visit of Stadtmuseum or some other exhibition in town. 

Notes 
Hotel accomodation is about 1500,-Kč (= € 60) per night/single room 
Details re program will be known more precisely in September (momentary exhibitions in local 
museum, etc.). 
There might be a small fee charged for hiring of the room in the café with PA systém. 
In this moment, no DVD projection equipment is available. If need be, it can be ordered. 
I would strongly recommed that GHT would find out and ascertain (obligatory) the final number of 
participants as soon as possible, so that I would be able to reserve the accommodation in Ústí.

Gesellschaft für Historische Tonträger und Sammlung Alfred Seiser

          A-1090 Wien                           www.phonomuseum.at                         Bank Austria Konto Nr.: 520 5958 3201 
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