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 Founding of “Deutsche Ultraphon AG”: 13. August 1925 
by Heinrich J. Küchenmeister (only gramophones) 

 October 1928: Founding of “N. V. Küchenmeister’s 
Internationale Ultraphoon Maatschappij” by Dirk Out 

 August 1929: Start of the record business 

 Own electrical recording system developed by Herbert 
Grenzebach, Paul Günther Erbslöh, Hans-Karl von Willisen  

 November 1929: Merger with “Orchestrola-Vocalion AG” 

 27. July 1931: Insolvency  

 March 1932: Buy by TELEFUNKEN 

 Excerpt from recording ledger: 
23.02.1932: 18240: Bajazzo-Intermezzo (last Ultraphon) 
- 4 matrix numbers empty – 
07.03.1932: 18245: Heimatland (first Telefunken) 

 August 1932: first records labeled as TELEFUNKEN 
 

courtesy of Oliver Wurl More details: see presentation of Oliver Wurl at 15.Diskografentag in Berlin: 
„Ultraphon spiegelt den Ton – Die kurze Karriere der Deutschen Ultraphon AG“ 
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ULTRAPHON plants in Berlin and Praha 
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Berlin,  
Herzbergstarsse 82-86 

1927 2014 

2014 

(courtesy of Oliver Wurl) 
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Why to start the “ULTRAPHON Project” 

 Visit of the Ultraphon recording studio and pressing plant in Praha 

 Discovery of the Ultraphon “treasure” at the Supraphon archive in Praha 

 Looking for a successor of  the “Lindström Project” 

 Ultraphon has been Germany’s 3rd biggest record company in the beginning of the 30’s 

 Ultraphon is a very interesting small record company with a great recording portfolio which 
history has not yet been researched 

 Ultraphon has been active in various European countries and the research on it requires today 
also the cooperation between experts from various countries 

 Close relationship to Ckausophon and August Kybarth, Ehrenfriedersdorf 

 Great photos from Ultraphon factory available (album from Frans Jansen) 

 

 Precondition for digitalization project for the metall masters from Supraphon archive 

 

  Proposal to start the GHT ULTRAPHON Project 
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Impressions from Supraphon archive -  
“The Ultraphon Treasure” 
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Impressions from Supraphon archive -  
“The Ultraphon Treasure” 
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 About 10.000 metall masters from  
 Ultraphon 
 Telefunken 
 Electrola – His Master’s Voice 
 Columbia 
 … 
mainly before 1945 

 Mainly mother matrixes (positives) used 
for pressing matrix production in Praha 
and Usti 

 No catalogue available – an archive with 
unknown treasures? 

 Metall master positives are the best 
preservation of the recorded sound with 
highest possible playback quality 

 How to safeguard this “treasure”? Should 
we try to start a digitalization project?   
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The Küchenmeister imperium… 

courtesy of Oliver Wurl 
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courtesy of Oliver Wurl 
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The  extended “ULTRAPHON Family” 
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Ultraphon 

(1929-1932) 

Telefunken 

(1932-1956) 

Orchestrola  
(-Vocalion) 

(1928-1931) 

Eltag 
(1929-1930) 

Schlager-Ton 
(1929-1931) 

Clausophon 

(1925-1929) 

Adler 

(1929-1932) Fama 
(1930-1932) 

Rot-Blau 
(1930) 

Rusi 
(1928-1929) 

V.d.M 
(1927-1929) 

Audiphon 
(1930-1932) 

Stella 
(1929) 

Musica Sacra 
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The ULTRAPHON documents… 
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1930-1931 1931-1932 

Supplements 
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ULTRAPHON  advertisment  July 1931 
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Price reduction at the ULTRAPHON  family in April 1931… 
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The TELEFUNKEN documents… 
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1933-1934 1934-1935 
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Special records about  start of ULTRAPHON in  
Germany, Sweden and Czechoslovakia  
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Berlin, March 1929 

Back side: 
Sweetheart of all my dreams 

Berlin, 11.09.1929 

Back side: 
 Happy days are here again 

Back side: 
 … 



© CPG 

GHT  Gesellschaft für 
Historische Tonträger 
und Sammlung Alfred Seiser 

Great pieces of Hot-Dance music on ULTRAPHON 
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On top of the world alone 
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…. … 

…. 

Great pieces of Hot-Dance music on ULTRAPHON 
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Great pieces of Hot-Dance music on ULTRAPHON 
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The comedy records 
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Same recordings on ULTRAPHON and ADLER 
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Berlin, ca. August1929 

Adler 6719 Ultraphon 10056 
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Some impressions from members of the ULTRAPHON family 
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Advertizing record: Alberti Musikhaus 
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Berlin, November 1929 
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The last German ULTRAPHONs and the hand-over to TELEFUNKEN 
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How to start the “ULTRAPHON Project” 

 Who is interested to contribute? 

 Who would like to lead that project? 

 Who have documents and other materials from Ultraphon? 

 How to limit the Ultraphon project?  

 How to deal with parallel and brands like Orchestrola, Adler,…? 

 How should we include Telefunken as successor brand? 

 How to deal with the international business in France, Sweden, Czech Republic?  

 What could be a suitable time horizon? 

 What’s your opinion? 

 

 Kick-off Meeting in Autumn 2015 in Berlin? 
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Thank you for your attention 

 

 

 

 
 

www.phonomuseum.at 

Gesellschaft für historische Tonträger 

http://www.phonomuseum.at/�
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